From The Desk Of Mother Mary Ruth

The 400th Anniversary of the foundation of the Visitation Order in 1610 by Saint

Francis de Sales and Saint Jane de Chantal officially opened in the Tyringham Visitation
with the celebration of the Feast of Saint Francis de Sales on January 24, 2010.

Monastery of the Visitation
Mont Deux Coeurs
14 Beach Road
Tyringham, MA 01264

Living Spring

Come Visit!
Whether for a Sunday afternoon Sacred Heart talk,
or for our 400th anniversary festivities on
October 16, we would love to see you.
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The Marian Fathers and Brothers from the Divine Mercy Shrine in Stockbridge, Massachusetts, our friends and our chaplains, celebrated Mass in our Chapel, had a short tour of
the monastery and then had dinner with the community in the refectory.
During this Anniversary Year our guests were able to come into the cloister on January 24, June 6 - the date
of the foundation of the Order 1610, and at the end of June, for a Family Picnic. The last celebration will take
place on October 16, 2010.
This year has been a graced moment for our community. We continue to thank God for allowing us to be the
Sisters who form the Tyringham community as we, together with our Visitation Sisters throughout the world,
celebrate the 400th year of the foundation of the Visitation Order. We are especially grateful to our families
and our friends who continue to support us as we live out our contemplative vocations in the Church.
God be praised!
Mother Mary Ruth Dolch, VHM

The Sisters of the Visitation of Holy Mary of Mont Deux Coeurs, Tyringham, Massachusetts
cordially invite you to attend the Mass of Thanksgiving
honoring the 400th Anniversary of the Foundation of the Order on
Saturday, October 16, 2010 at 11:00 a.m., the Feast of St. Margaret Mary.
Light refreshments will follow Mass.

Please RSVP if you wish to attend 413-243-3995 or vistyr7@aol.com
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And Especially for Our Friends inWilmington...
There is a special bus trip planned for
our 400th Anniversary celebration:
October 15-17, 2010
Enjoy 3 days, 2 nights in the beautiful Berkshires
Highlights of trip are:
• Mass with Bishop Robert Mulvee (the former 		
Bishop of Wilmington,)
• The 400th Anniversary Celebration
• A tour of Mont Deux Coeurs Monastery
For details, please contact Ed Sosnowski
edward@dohertyfh.com or 302-777-7709 after 6 p.m..

We are looking forward to seeing all of you!
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August 2010
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400th Anniversary Year!

his year marks the 400th anniversary of the foundation of the Order of the Visitation of Holy Mary.
Visitandines the world over are celebrating our founders’ response to the Holy Spirit’s inspiration to “Live
Jesus”. On June 6, 1610 St. Francis de Sales directed St.
Jane de Chantal and her first companions to the “Gallery House” in his diocese of Annecy, France where
the Visitation had its birth. Now we, their daughters,
have the joy of commemorating this event after 400
years of fidelity and prayer at the heart of the Church.
On June 6, we were
united in spirit with
the festivities in Annecy by marking the
occasion with a Mass
of thanksgiving celebrated by our local
bishop, Timothy McDonnell. Following
the liturgy, Bishop
McDonnell joined us
in our refectory for a jubilee dinner. The remainder
of the feast day was spent in adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament with the
traditional Corpus
Christi procession
later in the day. The
psalmist’s injunction
to: “Give thanks to
the Lord for He is
good, for His love
endures forever” became the theme of
the day.

In addition to
our June 6 celebration,
we
have commemorated our foundation throughout this year
of jubilee. Our
founders’ feast
days were certainly highlights
of our celebrations. January
24, feast of St.
Francis de Sales, opened the anniversary year in fine
fashion. On that day we wished to honor our faithful
chaplains, the Marians of the Immaculate Conception,
who minister to us from the nearby Shrine of Divine
Mercy in Stockbridge, Massachusetts. A good representation of the priests and brothers joined us for our
Founder’s Day liturgy. As an expression of our gratitude to them,
we hosted a
guided tour of
the monastery,
which ended
with dinner in
our refectory.
It was a splendid way to kickoff our year of celebration.
Later in the year on August 12, the feast of St. Jane de
Chantal was a private day for us to rejoice with our
Holy Mother for the great gift of the Order of the
Continued. Please turn to page 2.

400th Anniversary Year!

will celebrate a Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving for our
friends and benefactors. Following the liturgy, we will
serve light refreshments and provide the opportunity
to meet the Sisters. Be sure to save the date. We look
forward to sharing our joy with all of you.

Continued from page 1.

Visitation. Our affiliate, Father Gary Daily, presided at
our morning Mass and exposed the Blessed Sacrament
for a day of adoration. It was
a day of quiet joy.

Your Donations At Work

We wish to ex-

press our thanks to our
many, generous benefactors whose support is
making it possible for us
to attend to some vital
repairs on our monastery
home. Late summer will
find us embarking on two
major projects: the installation of a new boiler system and the replacement
of our windows. Both of
these necessary projects
are priorities before another long New England winter
is upon us. In a very real sense, your donations warm
our hearts.

This anniversary year also afforded us the opportunity to
celebrate the Visitation Order with our families. June
26 – 27 was Family Picnic Weekend. Our courtyard was
transformed into a picnic grounds complete with tents
and barbeque grills. We had a leisurely Saturday afternoon to tour our families through the monastery and
property. We also
enjoyed a delicious
home-cooked picnic prepared by
our cook, Arlette
Webster. A week of
KP duty for all the
sisters preceeded
this banquet and
was a source of a lot of fun, too. On Sunday, Father
Jim MacNew, osfs, presided at Mass and preached a motivational homily for our families. The weekend was
concluded with brunch under the tents. Everyone had
a wonderful time
and requests for
encore weekends
were voiced by every family.

Vestments • Stoles
Dalmatics

We like to write personal notes to all our benefactors thanking them for their generosity.

Sacred Heart Talks

You and your intentions are
remembered in our daily
prayers and our monthly
Mass for our benefactors.
With St. Paul we can truly
say: “I give thanks to my
God every time I think of
you – which is constantly, in
every prayer I utter – rejoicing.” (Phillipians 1: 3 – 4.)

Come spend an afternoon in honor of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Monthly talks are given by the sisters
at 4:00 p.m. at the monastery.

Our final major
event of this 400th
anniversary year is
scheduled for October 16, 2010, the
feast of our holy
Sister, St. Margaret
Mary. Bishop Robert Mulvee, our affiliate and former
bishop of Wilmington, Delaware,

CHANTAL ARTISANS is a

• Thoughtful way to honor
a deceased loved one
• Perfect gift for a newly
ordained priest
• Wonderful jubilee present
for your favorite priest

October 3, 2010
November 7, 2010
December 5, 2010
The Visitation Sisters and the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales
have collaborated on a
musical tribute honoring
the 400th Anniversary of
the Visitation Order.
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LIVE
JESUS
HYMNS OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING

CDs still available!

IN HONOR OF THE 400TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE ORDER OF THE VISITATION

$17.00 each which
includes shipping/handling.
400 YEARS OF “LIVE JESUS!”
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We received this painting of the Sacred Heart of Jesus as a
gift from our Visitation Sisters in Ottawa upon the closing
of their monastery. Hanging it in our chapel was quite an
involved project, but as you can see from the inset, completely successful!

Vespers and benediction follow the talks.

A Hand-Made Vestment from

		

Adoration on the feast of St. Jane de Chantal - August 12.
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To order LIVE + JESUS!
Call us: 413-243-3995,
E-mail us:

vistyr7@aol.com

Write to us:

Monastery of the Visitation
P.O. Box 432
Tyringham, MA 01264

Please be sure to include your name,
address & phone/e-mail
(for any questions) with your order.
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